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ur culture is an in-
tegral part of our 
identity as unique 
individuals and, 
whether conscious-

ly or not, most of us want to find 
ways to present our culture and 
personality to the world. “Culture 
is a good part of what I do as a de-
signer,” says Sabrina Mastroianni 
of Sabrina Ann Interior Design. 
Our home is not only a way to 
show who we are, but to surround 
ourselves with the things that make 
us happy and reflect our innermost 
spirit and personality. “Design is 
not just visual; it’s also emotion-
al,” says Sabrina. “I know a space 
is complete when it not only looks 
good, but feels good, too.”

Sabrina credits respected inte-
rior designer Robin McGarry with 
helping her discover and refine her 
own process of approaching de-
sign, which is focused on helping 
her clients bring their personal de-
sign visions to life in their homes. 
“I’m proud not to subscribe to a 
‘signature style,’” Sabrina says, “as 
it leaves me open and flexible to 
work with any client’s design pref-
erences.” For this project, Sabrina 
helped the client create a design 
that would reflect the client’s cre-
ativity and love of travel and beau-
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SABRINA MASTROIANNI
SABRINAANNINTERIORS.COM
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off with chrome fixtures. Designers replaced the old vanity with a new 
white one boasting gray quartz countertops and nickel hardware. They 
hung silver-framed mirrors and installed new glass sconce fixtures with 
a nickel finish. Across from the vanity, they added a lovely pedestal tub 
in front of the new window. As an extra touch, the team crafted a cus-
tom linen closet and fit it into the eaves of the home. Italian porcelain 
tile replaces the old flooring; chosen for its look and durability, it coor-
dinates well with the other elements, offering a clean feel to the space. 
In the center of the floor, a focal point was created by laying offset 
white tiles in a brickwork subway pattern, complementing the mosaic 
tile used on the walls of the shower. As finishing touches, the walls are 
painted a soft gray, and custom Kravet window treatments adorn the 
windows in soothing shades of blues, grays, cream and taupe. 

Working with Toran Harper, the homeowners marveled at how their 
drab, 1990s-style bathroom was transformed into a classy, clean, relax-
ing haven that perfectly reflects their taste. 

INTERIOR DESIGN
Toran Harper Interiors
Leslie Toran
Kimberly Harper
203.942.3376
toranharper.com

converted from an old chicken coop by the homeowner’s father, skiing 
vacations and the love for Vermont barns and farmhouses were provid-
ing the inspiration for its next life. A chance encounter would mean, 
however, that a “whole barn” would somehow be attached and integrated 
into the existing house, with Joseph’s design allowing it to neatly insert 
itself into a small corner that had previously been the galley kitchen. 
The barn being half a flight vertically offset from the main house gives 
the feeling of an old barn built into the hillside, and also creates fasci-
nating spaces inside, including views of the upper timbers up-close and 
through the trusses to the areas below. 

The focal point of this specialty space is the interplay between interior 
spaces and the expressed structure of the truss, which is elegant, beauti-
ful to behold and a surprise to see in the middle of stylish ole mari-
time Rowayton, CT. The windows and skylights let the east and south 
sunlight filter down and through the timbers into the spaces below. 
On certain days, the effect is very cathedral-like, yet casual and natural. 
As much interest as possible has been created vertically; ascending the 
unique staircase tucked into the southeast intersection, a visitor has 
the sense of climbing into the rafters to some secret place. Other focal 
points are the see-through stone fireplace, the classic rotated Vermont 
window at the top of the barn gable, and the interior cable lighting that 
takes advantage of the timber purlins. 

The barn frame provided by Ward Timber Frames, of Walpole, NH, 
and the ingenuity of Bruce Ward of Bruce Ward and Sons, Alstead, NH 
(603.835.2313) made this specialty spaces project a resounding suc-
cess.

Resources:
Joseph Matto Architects
Joseph Matto
72 Bridge Street
 Shelton, CT 06484
475.282.4183
joemattoarchitects.com

 Sweeney Construction
Patrick Sweeney
51 Circle Drive
Greenwich, CT 06830
203.515.1956

Resources

Farrow and Ball 
Locations and Designers
us.farrow-ball.com

Alexander Doherty
Upper West Side
322 Columbus Avenue
New York, NY 10023
212.799.0900

Antonino Buzzetta
Flatiron
32 E. 22nd Street 
New York, NY 10010
212.334.8330

Carmina Roth
32 East Putnam Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830
203.422.0990

Connie Cooper
396 Post Road East
Westport, CT 06880
203.221.3117

Caleb Anderson
D & D Building
Suite 1519 
979 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022
212.752.5544

Michael Herold
160 Route 17 North
Paramus, NJ 07652
201.265.4030

Patrick Mele
Upper East Side
142 East 73rd Street 
New York, NY 10021
212.737.7400

Designer Resources

Alexander Doherty
Alexander Doherty Design
71 W 85th Street #4A
New York, NY 10024
212.390.1572
alexanderdohertydesign.com

Antonino Buzzetta
Antonino Buzzetta Design
39 W 14th Street #504
New York, NY 10011
917.971.0571
antoninobuzzetta.com

Carmina Roth
Carmiña Roth Interiors
203.987.5961
carminarothinteriors.com

Connie Cooper
Connie Cooper Designs
58 High Point Road
Westport, CT 06880
203.256.9183
conniecooperdesigns.com

Caleb Anderson
Drake / Anderson
67 Irving Place, 12th Floor
New York NY 10003
212.754.3099
drakeanderson.com

Michael Herold
Michael Herold Design
287 S Main Street #8
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609.460.4763
mydesignermichael.com

Patrick Mele
203.550.2264
patrickmele.com

The clients wanted an open, free-flowing house that would take ad-
vantage of a dramatic waterside location on a cove. Sellars Lathrop 
Architects and Artemis Landscape Architects were fortunate to col-
laborate on this classic modern home.

While Howard Lathrop of Sellars Lathrop provided the overall de-
sign direction for the house and the site, he knew it was important 
to bring in Tara M. Vincenta from Artemis, a firm known for its ex-
pertise in coastal plants and sensitive ecological locations. Howard 
says he and Tara “worked collaboratively to meld the interior of the 
house with the exterior.” 

“Hedgerows and stone walls work together to form the interplay of 
planes and solids that create the design aesthetic,” he says. The pal-
ette of hardscape materials is limited to washed river rock, narrow 
concrete pavers, Ipe wood deck tiles and native stone outcropping. 
Retaining walls are natural concrete matching the pavers. A native 
stone wall runs adjacent to the road and at the parking area.

Tara provided a clean, simple landscape that fits the architecture and 
spectacular waterfront setting. As she explains, “Howard and I were 
in agreement that the landscape was to be simple and architectural, 
particularly at the entrance to the home, with the use of clipped 
boxwood hedges, ivy groundcover, concrete plank walkways and ver-
nacular stone site walls.” 

One of the project goals was to extend the direct coastal vegetation 
into the house, all while becoming part of the shoreline. To achieve 
this the team used a variety of ornamental grasses and perennials, 
including echinacea, Russian sage and joe-pye weed to fill in among 
the native shoreline vegetation and enhance the natural cove setting.  

with purchases and shipping, and can even suggest accommodations, 
if needed.

We arrive at Antichita Trois, where I’m introduced to Alberto Anfo-
dillo. Once again I’m whisked away—indeed, my feet barely touch the 
ground!—to the interior of a somber palazzo. Of course, the ground 
floor is reserved for acqua alta, and thus left vacant. We enter an 
elevator that is small even by European standards and are brought to 
the most spacious rooms of his magnificent palazzo. Alberto guides 
us through his treasure trove of antique paintings on reverse glass; 
a collection of lions (the symbol of Venice); ancient boxes, some as 
beautiful on the inside as the outside; furniture; paintings; glass; and, 
of course, chandeliers (this is Venice, after all). I’ve always been fond 
of Venetian Murano chandeliers, and now I’m convinced that antique 
is the way to go.

David Rachtian is a Venetian of partial Persian descent on his father’s 
side. At his shop we find antique Persian rugs from Tabriz, Kashan, 
Isfahan and China, around which one could easily build a room. This 
thoughtfully arranged and packed antique store also features glass-
ware, silverware, jewelry and important, sought-after Jewish pieces. 
What catches my eye are paperweights from the 1950s, decorated 
with mythological creatures.

Orseola and Chiara walk me back to where the tour began, and I am 
pleasantly surprised to find myself in familiar surroundings. Then I 
realize we have made a large circle, and  they have given me a lesson 
in getting around Venice, too.

Leaving Venice is like parting with a lover; I daydream to linger a 
little longer before returning to reality. Visitors can at least can take 
comfort in bringing something back home—a beautiful lion, box, 
chandelier, a commissioned Luigi Bevilacqua fabric for that very spe-
cial upholstery and/or unique bag. Finds like these add sparkle to 
interiors and wardrobe, lifting one out of the sea of sameness. 

Venice is a bewitching city that I can’t wait to get back to as soon 
as possible. It makes me yearn for more. And it makes me wonder, 
Where will The Antiques Diva take me to travel and shop next?

The Antiques Diva & Co
Toma Clark Haines
+ 49 (0) 171 386 2213
antiquesdiva.com

PUZZLE CHANDELIER 
Inspired by a house of cards, our Puzzle Chandelier is made 
of sheets of solid brass layered into a dynamic composition. 

The Architectural Modernist feel is warmed up by the luminous 
metal. Hang your Puzzle Chandelier above a circular table, like 

our Nixon, or in a fabulous foyer.
jonathanadler.com

The Jenning Brutalist Ribbon 
Table Lamp will dazzle in the 
modern home with striking il-
lumination, simple geometric 
designs and bold metal done 

in a gold leaf finish. 
zincdoor.com 

Design by Sara Baldwin for New Ravenna, The Aurelia  from 
Delft Collection is a modern American interpretation of a cen-
turies old familiar craft, . Shown here  is a hand cut jewel glass 
mosia shown in Lapis, Lazuli, Lolite, Mica, Absolute White and 
Blue Spinel. 
jamieshop.com
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Ibiza Lounge Collection 
restorationhardware.com

Arnie Chair 
jeffan.com

Zanzibar Ticking Woven Cotton Rug 
dashandalbert.annieselke.com

Gypset Travel
assouline.com
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BIZET TABLE
A stunning hand-wrought base is topped 

with circular tempered glass. Distinctively 
individual and suitable for a range of 

period and contemporary settings.
christopherguy.com
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Christopher Spitzmiller pair of wide zig zag lamps in 
marigold christopherspitzmiller.com

“Yellow is the most luminous of all colors in the
spectrum, in almost every culture it represents 

sunshine,happiness, and warmth” 

Scalamandre Spring 2016 Indoor/Outdoor fabric
book.  The colors Linda has selected are the

following: 27056-002 Surf, 27059-002 Surf, 27058-002 
Surf, 27067-003 Surf scalamandre.com

“Surf’s up, I love these fresh fabrics for
spring, they remind me of the water” 
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erie’s team decided to update them to an off-white finish. Doing so 
not only helped lighten the rooms but also offered the enduring look 
that the couple was seeking. Plus, the color helped provide a sense of 
uniformity within the home. 

The couple were thrilled with the results—a timeless home that is 
just as welcoming to their kids as to their adult guests. 

INTERIOR DESIGNER
Valerie Grant
Valerie Grant Interiors
14 Friar Tuck Circle 
Summit, NJ 07901
917.921.1916
valeriegrantinteriors.com
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grays, whites, taupes and silver, which “really makes the art-
work stand out nicely,” she says.

White was also integrated into the sleeker modern powder 
room, which was long and narrow, and needed its fixtures to 
be small and modern. Lara believes that whites are important 
to use in smaller rooms and dark rooms that have no win-
dows or don’t get much light. In this case, Lara “didn’t want 
to clutter the long empty wall with artwork,” she says, “so 
instead I chose a delicately patterned silver-white wallpaper 
to fill the wall with a bit of shimmer and tons of interest.” 
The white, silver and gray color scheme keeps the small room 
light and bright even though it has no windows.

Lara likes to pick a white color for wall paint with a tint of 
the color that will coordinate with any other colors in the 
room. She then uses a brighter white on the window trim, 
doors and ceilings to contrast with the off-white color on the 
wall. Unless her clients insist, she tries to steer them away 
from white fabrics on upholstered items, for obvious practi-
cal reasons. The only white/light-colored upholstery fabric 
she likes to use is a faux-leather vinyl fabric, which is great 
at resisting stains and dirt. 

Photo credit: Chuan Bing. imagesbychuan.com
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as well as the hope of a story that is not yet over—that cre-
ation and life continue. I’d like to acknowledge my collabora-
tors and friends, Corey Grant Tippin and Kim Nelson, who 
have brought a whole lot of beauty into this world.” 

In showcasing their creativity and compassion is this powerful 
window display project, these top designers each offer a unique 
design but all convey the same message: spread the word, raise 
awareness and promote care, compassion and hope in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. 

In the Field.indd   53 1/7/17   12:21 PM

Acrylic bench with Mongolian Fur Seat
worlds-away.com

So cozy - Worlds Away- yet interesting in 
any room

Cockatoo Wallcovering
osborneandlittle.com

Osborne and Little - fun in a child’s room or perhaps a mud-
room bathroom or any space needing unexpected pops of color
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RESOURCES

Architectural Kitchen Design
John Rehm
Lisa Rehm

825 Barnum Avenue Cutoff
Stratford, CT 06614

203.378.6911
http://customkitchensct.com

Christopher Peacock
Natasha Vecca

2 Dearfield Drive 
Greenwich, CT, 06830

 203.862.9333 
peacockhome.com

Clarke
Sean Clarke

Marco Barallon
Heather Beland

64 S Main Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

203.838.9385
clarkeliving.com

Connecticut Stone
Tara Dellacrowe

138 Woodmont Road
Milford, CT 06460

203.882.1000
connecticutstone.com

Deane Inc.
Peter Deane

1267 East Main Street 
Stamford, CT 06902

203.327.7008
deaneinc.com

Front Row Kitchens
Matt Garrdina

Barbara Laughton
117 New Canaan Avenue

 Norwalk, CT 06850
203.849.0302

frontrowkitchens.com

JWH Design & Cabinetry
Jennifer Howard

1111 Boston Post Road
Rye, NY 10580
914.967.6020
jwhdesigns.com

KLAFFS
Nick Geragi

28 Washington Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

203.866.1603
klaffs.com

NuKitchens
Joe Najmy

Karin Nakashima
132 Water Street # A, 
Norwalk, CT 06854

203.831.9000
nukitchens.com

Paramount Stone
Carlo Jona

338 Courtland Avenue 
Stamford, CT 06906

203.353.9119
paramountstone.com

Tile America
Brian Kries

Brookfield, Fairfield
Manchester, New Haven
New London, Stamford

West Hatford
203.777.3637
tileamerica.com

Trish Herson Interiors
Trish Herson

203.878.1013
trishhersoninteriors.com

Thyme and Place Design
Sharon Sherman

385 Clinton Avenue 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

201.847.1400
thymeandplacedesign.com
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Lyra Artisan Fire Bowl
Create linear designs in any residential or commercial 

outdoor living space with the sharp 90 degree inset 
walls and gently sloped fire feature of the Lyra Artisan 

Fire Bowl, available in two sizes.
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tifully complement her personal art collection. “It was important to 
incorporate the artwork in the designs and to showcase the client’s 
artifacts and unique objets d’art from her travels,” she says.

The client’s artwork clearly inspired and influenced Sabrina’s stun-
ning designs. In one room, a rich avocado hue allows the painting to 
take the spotlight. The clean line of the sofa centered beneath the 
painting creates the perfect frame, and Sabrina used patterned accent 
pillows with a brilliant wine color to highlight that same color in the 
painting. The curtains and decorative plate on the coffee table match 
the wall color to pull the entire room together. Another piece of 
artwork is echoed in the upholstery of a side chair and in the patina 
colors of the large mirror frame.

Having a client with an artistic, whimsical aesthetic allowed Sabrina 
to play with the design, mixing patterns and furniture styles by mas-
terfully using color and shape to create connection and cohesion. 
The end result is a tasteful eclecticism that reflects the client’s own 
vivacious personality and lifestyle.

Our homes can be as much an expression of who we are as our clothes 
and jewelry—perhaps even more so because sometimes our fashion 
taste has to take a back seat when we present our public face to the 
world. Inside our homes, however, there are no constraints. Sabrina’s 
designs allow her clients to show their true selves—their culture and 
their personality—in the most personal and intimate of spaces.
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